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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The Other Documents section in the information disclosure statement filed 
8/07/2003 fails to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP §609 
because the articles provided does not contain or have an accessible way to 
determined the articles' date. It has been placed in the application file, but the 
information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is 
advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the 
date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based 
on the time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements for statements 
under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 6, 8, 16 and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

(1) claim 6, line 3, "provide location" should be - provider location --; 

(2) claim 8, line 2, "comprises a performing" should be - comprises performing -; 

(3) claim 16, line 2, "provide location" should be - provider location --; 

(4) claim 18, line 1, "comprises a performing" should be -comprises performing-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. A "program product" is being recited; however 
a "program product" as presented in the claims is directed to software per se. This 
subject matter is not limited to that which falls within a statutory category of invention 
because it is limited to a process, machine, manufacture, or a composition of matter. 
Software is a function descriptive material and a function descriptive material is non- 
statutory subject matter. Examiner suggest changing it to - program product stored in a 
computer readable medium -. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-8, 11-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Roztocil et al. (US Publication 2001/0044868). 

(1) regarding claim 1: 
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Roztocil '868 discloses a method of managing workflow in a commercial printing 
environment including a designer location (Fig. 1 , print shop client) and a print service 
provider location (Fig. 1 , print shop), said method comprising: 

establishing a closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13, 
where the closed-loop communication is the network) between the designer location 
and the print service provider location (paragraph [0022], lines 1-13, where the 
communication is being established between the print shop client and the print shop); 

creating a press ready file at the designer location using updated device 
configuration information (paragraph [0022], lines 8-13, where a job made by the 
customer is being interpreted as the print ready file using device configuration 
information (the device configuration information at some point in time has to be 
updated into the system)) received from the print service provider location via said 
closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13, where the internet is 
used as the network to establish communication between the service provider and the 
designer); 

submitting said press ready file to the print service provider location via said 
closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 8-13); and 

performing at least one of automated printing, finishing (paragraph [0045], lines 
1-6), packaging and shipping using said press ready file. 

(2) regarding claim 11: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses a program product for managing workflow in a 
commercial printing environment (paragraph [0036, lines 1-4) including a designer 
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location (Fig. 1, print shop client) and a print service provider location (Fig. 1, print 
shop), said product comprising machine-readable program code for causing, when 
executed, a machine to perform the following method steps: 

establishing a closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13, 
where the closed-loop communication is the network) between the designer location 
and the print service provider location (paragraph [0022], lines 1-13, where the 
communication is being established between the print shop client and the print shop); 

creating a press ready file at the designer location using updated device 
configuration information (paragraph [0022], lines 8-13, where a job made by the 
customer is being interpreted as the print ready file using device configuration 
information (the device configuration information at some point in time has to be 
updated into the system)) received from the print service provider location via said 
closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13, where the internet is 
used as the network to establish communication between the service provider and the 
designer); 

submitting said press ready file to the print service provider location via said 
closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 8-13); and 

performing at least one of automated printing, finishing (paragraph [0045], lines 
1-6), packaging and shipping using said press ready file. 

(3) regarding claims 2 and 12: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses a step of displaying a production status of said 
press ready file, said production status indicating at least a current task being performed 
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with said press ready file (paragraph [0047], lines 13-16, where there are tools for 
monitoring multiple production output devices and provide visual feedback of these 
devices). 

(4) regarding claims 3 and 13: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses said production status further indicating what tasks 
in the workflow have been completed for said press ready file (paragraph [0047], lines 
13-16, where there are tools for monitoring multiple production output devices and 
provide visual feedback of these devices status). 

(5) regarding claims 4 and 14: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses said production status being updated at a plurality 
of stages of the workflow (paragraph [0047], lines 10-16, where there are tools for 
monitoring multiple production output devices and provide visual feedback of these 
devices status and since it provides current information to the user it implies that its 
been update). 

(6) regarding claims 5 and 1 5: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses wherein said production status is displayed at the 
designer location via said closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0047], lines 10- 
16, where there are tools for monitoring multiple production output devices and provide 
visual feedback of these devices status, this via the communication network (paragraph 
[0022], lines 12-13)). 

(7) regarding claims 6 and 16: 
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Roztocil '868 further discloses wherein said production status is displayed at the 
print service provider location via said closed-loop communication link (paragraph 
[0049], lines 9-16, where the display device shows status information about the output 
device to the operator console, which is in the print shop side). 

(8) regarding claims 7 and 17: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses wherein a job ticket for said press ready file is 
automatically updated upon completion of tasks in the workflow via said closed-loop 
communication link (paragraph [0044], lines 19-29, where the job ticket is been updated 
at the same time information in the compound documents is been updated, this via the 
communication network (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13)). 

(9) regarding claims 8 and 18: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses performing automated job closing based upon 
information in said updated job ticket upon completion of production of said press ready 
file (paragraph [0041], where Having libraries to facilitate updates and reprints is the 
definition used in the applicant's disclosure to refer to "closing"). 

(10) regarding claim 21: 

Roztocil '868 further discloses a system for managing workflow in a commercial 
printing environment including a designer location (Fig. 1 , print shop client) and a print 
service provider location (Fig. 1, print shop), said system comprising: 

means for establishing a closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 
12-13, where the closed-loop communication is the network) between the designer 
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location the said print service provider location (paragraph [0022], lines 1-13, where the 
communication is being established between the print shop client and the print shop); 

means for creating a press ready file at the designer location using updated 
device configuration information (paragraph [0022], lines 8-1 3, where a job made by the 
customer is being interpreted as the print ready file using device configuration 
information (the device configuration information at some point in time has to be 
updated into the system)) received from the print service provider location via said 
closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines 12-13, where the internet is 
used as the network to establish communication between the service provider and the 
designer); 

means for submitting said press ready file to the print service provider location 
via said closed-loop communication link (paragraph [0022], lines' 8-1 3); and 

means for performing at least one of automated printing, finishing (paragraph 
[0045], lines 1-6), packaging and shipping using said press ready file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/635,474 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2625 

8. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Roztocil et al. (US Publication 2001/0044868) as applied to claims 1 and 11 above, and 
further in view of Kemp et al. (US Publication 2002/0078160). 

Roztocil '868 discloses all the subject matter as described above except wherein 
establishing a closed-loop communication link further comprises allowing a user at the 
designer location to select said print service provider location from among a plurality of 
print service provider locations and corresponding information on production 
capabilities. 

However, Kemp '160 teaches wherein establishing a closed-loop communication 
link further comprises allowing a user at the designer location to select said print service 
provider location from among a plurality of print service provider locations and 
corresponding information on production capabilities (paragraph [0021], [0022] and 
[0023]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to establish a closed-loop communication link further comprises 
allowing a user at the designer location to select said print service provider location from 
among a plurality of print service provider locations and corresponding information on 
production capabilities as taught by Kemp '160, in the system of Roztocil '868. In doing 
this, the user has a wide variety of selections to choose from, thus making the system 
user-friendlier. 
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9. Claims 10 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Roztocil et al. (US Publication 2001/0044868) as applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, 
and further in view of Stewart et al. (US Patent 6,714,964). 

Roztocil '868 discloses all the subject matter as described above except 
performing automated tracking of said press ready file through the workflow from the 
designer location through the print service provider location. 

However, Stewart '964 teaches performing automated tracking of said press 
ready file through the workflow from the designer location through the print service 
provider location (Fig. 6, customer service, and column 4, lines 66-67 and column 5, 
lines 1-3). 

Therefore it-would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to perform automated tracking of said press ready file through 
the workflow from the designer location through the print service provider location as 
taught by Stewart '964, in the system of Roztocil '868. With this the user is not subject 
to waiting in line while copy center personnel handle other people job as disclose in 
Stewart '964 column 4, lines 66-67. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lennin R. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1678. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30am - 
5:00pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571)272-7440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lennin Rodriguez 
6/26/07 




KING Y. POON 
P RIMARY EXAMINER 



